An Inspirational Journey
Through Washington, D.C.

By Jon Montgomery

L ast year | atended the Annua Mesting of the
National Association of Legd Assgants, Inc.
("NALA") in Washington, D.C. and dong with a
few friends had a very specid experience that
made me stop and think about the special
responghilities of those who work in the legd
field. | would like to share the experience with
you and some of my thoughts about citizenship.

A friend once told me that most people
have only two parts to

takes you back in time and gives a new
understanding of the time and events and a lack
of understanding of how people could act so
inhumen. It is a story that we must never forget.
We spent the afternoon reading the ingpiring
inscriptions of the Jefferson and Roosevelt
Memorids and hearing the reading of the

Declaration of Independence.
It was with the horrors of the
holocaust in the back of my mind that | set off
that evening with

thar lives family ad
work, but that there
ought to be three parts
to everyone's life
family, work and
community. | wouldlike
lo address  our
responghbilities as free
people in each of these

We spent the afternoon
reading the inspiring
Inscriptions of the
Jefferson and Roosevelt
Memorials and hearing the

severd friends, fird to
the Capitol and then to
see the war memorids.
As we looked a the
Vietnam Memorid and
sunk deeper and
deeper into the ligt of
the names of those lost
in that conflict, |
redized how easy it is
to just accept your
government's versionof
events and how, with
the passage of time,

arencs, but fire my | reading of the
experience in .
Washington that was DeCI aration Of
the start of al these Independence
thoughts.

The NALA

megting was planned so that those attending
could enjoy the 4" of July in the Nation's Capitol
after the meetingswereover. | spent themorning
of the 4th with a friend, waking through the
holocaust museum, Even though | have read a
number of books regarding World War 1l and
the holocaugt, | wasunprepared for themuseum's
presentation of this dark and horrible period in
the history of mankind. It smply shook me to
the core. The Nationa Holocaust Museum is a
mugt seefor anyonetraveing to Washington asit

truth can be reveded.
My thoughts jumped back to Germany in WWII
and thenlomy locd college didtrict and acollege
trustee who was proposing a class questioning
the redlity of the holocaust. How sad it isto use
the freedom that so many fought and died for to
bend young minds toward hate.

We went on to view the Korean
Memorid. A message curved into the memorid
spoke of the thousands and thousands who have
died for freedom. Faces on the granite face of
the memoria looked out on to afield of Statues of



men in ams, and in the gtillness of the moment,
| was thinking of the hopes and aspirations of
those thousands who died for our ideals of
freedom, judtice, and equdity. | was thinking
about the people in America today who do not
have the benefit of those idedls. | was thinking
about the specid respongbility we all share as
paraegas, to honor the memory of our fallen
countrymen by upholding justiceindl wedo. In
the Find anadlysisit'swhat our jobs are dl about:
enauring judtice is served by heping others
exercise their freedoms guaranteed by the
Condtitution. | wasthinking about how to uphold
the ideals of our country in the three areas of our
lives work, community and family.
In the work arena, we must
hold oursalves to the highest ethical
standards and care about the
cients problems. We ae an
important part of the team charged
withensuring that clients are treeted
farly under the Law and enjoy the
benefits of freedom so many died to
protect. We truly dishonor the
memory of our falen countrymen by not dways
doing our best to seethe client'srights protected.
In the community arena, it seems that
some have come to think of patriotism as corny,
Flag Day, for example, seemsto pass each year
with little note and Memorid Day and the Fourth
of duly, for many, might as well be cdled "BBQ
Day" because very little thought is given to the
idedls on whichour Nationissaid to be founded.
The flag isthe eternd symbal of thoseidedlsand
no acts of man can change what it sands for. If
we act againg its principles, we abandon it as a
nationa symbol. What should we do |o be better
citizens? We can gart in the political arena by
never, never missng an opportunity to honor
those who died for our idedls of freedom and
jugtice by VOTING. | am agtonished a the
number of people who make voting decisons
based on televison advertisng when we are 0

fortunate to have a bdlot pamphlet with andyss
of the pros and

cons of the various propositions. As members of

she legd community, we certainly should be
educated voters and base our decisions on what

isgood for dl - not just for oursalves or what is

expedient. We should abandon the politicians

who just see how the wind is blowing and then
rush in to lead the mob, those who have no

principles, and those who look for scapegoats
instead of solutions.  We should support those
who have the courage of

their convictionswho say what they stand for, for

better or worse, but are not afraid to changetheir

viewswhen they
are proven
wrong. Wetend

to think of
freedom in

abstract terms

but we must
remember  that

we are tied to
those who died

for our freedom. Our focus asfree people should

not be that freedom is "1 can do whatever | want

when | want," but that we are free to make a
more perfect world, and unlikethosewho died in

concentration camps and gulags, we do not need

to fear reprisasfor our effortsto help adl people.

To honor our war heroes on Memorid Day with
anoccasond thought or aflower on agraveisto
pay merelip serviceto what they died for. We
need to live to honor their memory every day.

We must work in our communities, not just by
putting afew coins in the Savation Army bucket
at Christmas, but by being involved in apersond

way, such as helping someone to learn to read,

being an advocate for a child, serving amed to
the less fortunate. In short, look poverty and

desperdtion draight in the eye and do something
about it. You will be abetter personfor it. If you
don't know where to start, cdl the United Way



in your local area as they are well acquainted
with your community's needs. We can't look to
politica leadersto solved! thenation'sproblems.
Problemsolving and nationd greatnessstartswith
each of us in our daly lives We mug drive to
uphold the great ideds of our nation by
embracing diversity. Weareadiversenation and
in repecting each other we Find strength.

Many have said that we must eradicate bigotry,
racism, inequaity, injustice and ignorance. You
say grand ideas but we can do these things in
andl ways each day ourselves - we can dtart
with educating our children. What we teach our
children isaladting legacy, a gift to the future. If
our children see usworking in our community to
help others, voting on eectionday, striving to do
our best, and upholding high ethicd standards
even when the result cuts againgt us persondly,
they will follow our lead and grow into lives of
good character and good citizenship. Y ou may
say that as individuals we are powerless, but |
say, working together we can carry the lighted
lamp of truth into the dark and can dispel the
ignorance and injudice tha dwdls theren.
Working in our communities, being educated
voters, teaching our children to be ethica and
fair, not repeating mistakes of the past, and doing
our best on thejob; that's good citizenship and it
can change our world for the

better, Also remember, we must care about
our profession. It's dl about justice. It's what
tens of thousands have died for.



